County of Lehigh

NACo Prescription Discount Drug Program Overview
January 1, 2011-June 30, 2011
Brief History:

Lehigh County kicked-off their NACo Prescription Discount Card Program; a free prescription discount program offered to all residents of Lehigh County in October 2008.  The NACo program replaced our prior Prescription Discount program administered through Comprehensive HealthCare Solutions.  CaremarkPCS Health serves as the Prescription Benefits Manager for the NACo program. As with other programs, the card cannot be used in conjunction with another prescription card program, but will provide a benefit to those whose current program may not cover specific brand name medications or may provide a greater discount than their current program. There is a 25.1% overall average savings with the card. The card can even be used to save money on prescriptions for pets.
Lehigh County is 1 of 47 counties in Pennsylvania participating in the NACo Prescription Discount Card program. The following Class 3 counties have implemented NACo Prescription Discount Card programs: Berks, Chester, Dauphin, Erie, Lancaster, Northampton and West Moreland. There are currently 1,411 counties participating nationwide, with at least one participating county in all states that have functioning county government. (A chart showing prescriptions filled in Lehigh County, along with a data sheet showing the number of prescriptions filled in each participating County in PA for June 2011 is attached.)
Internal staff has accomplished the following tasks during the period

January 1, 2011 – June 30, 2011:
· Re-orders continue to be placed and distribution made.  
· There are currently 269 distribution sites throughout Lehigh County. 
· Lehigh County also has a special card brochure to be used in mailings informing the community about the discount prescription card.
· 2089 hits to the Lehigh County discount card web page have been received for the period Jan-June 2011.  The web site continues to offer general information for constituents on the program such as eligibility, how to obtain a card, a list of pharmacies participating and a list of distribution sites where a card can be obtained. Individuals are now able to print a prescription discount card from the website as well. Using the Caremark link (www.caremark.com/naco) residents can review drug interactions, health information, as well as, price estimates for mail order service.   
· 28,260 total prescriptions filled in Lehigh County since the program began in October 2008.
· Use of the prescription discount card has shown a cost savings of $443,904.12 to Lehigh County residents.
· Continue to promote the prescription discount card at community events/fairs. Cards have been made available at 48 community fairs and events, and will continue throughout 2011.
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· Continue to provide education and information to DHS office advisory councils/committees, providers, community groups and DHS staff.

· Continue to increase awareness of the prescription discount card to fill prescriptions for pets when used at a participating pharmacy.

Articles and information on the program have appeared in the following print media for the period January-June 2011:

· Lehigh County Aging & Adult Services Summer 2011 newsletter
· Lehigh Valley Medical Society Newsletter – May/June 2011
Additional websites that have information available:
· Lifestyles Over 50 
· Salisbury Township
· Lehigh County Conference of Churches
Our future goals are to:

· Continue to contact and provide updates to current distribution sites participating in the program.

· Continue to seek advertisement of the program through additional media sources at no cost to the County. (To date information has been in 35+ different printed media and located on 19+ websites, including many local townships and State Legislators)
· Continue to field any questions/concerns from constituents.

Questions regarding the program can be answered by Kimberly Melusky (610-782-3096), Melanie Hahn (610-782-3952), or by contacting the DHS Information and Referral Unit (610-782-3200).  You may also visit Lehigh County’s web site at www.lehighcounty.org.
