                                                            




August 12, 2010

The Heidelberg Township Board of Supervisors held their regular meeting at 7:30pm at the Municipal Building, 6272 Route 309, New Tripoli PA 18066. Present were Supervisors David Fink, Steve Bachman, Forrest Wessner III, Secretary-Treasurer Janice Bortz, Township Administrator Dan Stonehouse, Road Superintendent Kevin Huber and Township Solicitor Charles Waters.
Motion by Forrest Wessner III, seconded by David Fink to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2010 regular meeting. Motion carried.

Public comment on agenda items: Resident Charlie Perich is video recording the meeting. Resident Carl Breininger may have comments on some agenda items. Forrest Wessner III added the item Sign Ordinance under Old Business.
No executive session was held.
Motion by Steve Bachman, seconded by Forrest Wessner III to approve the payment of the bills General Fund Checks # eft467-eft506, 17056-17130 and State Fund Checks # 1652-1655. Motion carried.

	Treasurer's Report:
	
	

	    General Fund Checking  7/1
	
	37,954.84

	          Revenue and Transfers
	
	57,297.91

	          Expenditures
	
	(75,042.84)

	    General Fund Checking 7/30
	
	20,209.91

	
	
	

	     General Fund Money Market 7/1
	
	80,578.53

	          Revenue
	
	59,968.80

	          Expenditures and Transfers
	
	(55,446.41)

	     General Fund Money Market 7/30
	
	85,100.92

	
	
	

	     State Fund Checking 7/1                  
	
	1.00

	          Revenue and Transfers
	
	13,278.54 

	          Expenditures
	
	(13,278.54)

	     State Fund Checking 7/30
	
	1.00 

	
	
	

	     State Fund Money Market 7/1
	
	97,271.60

	          Revenue  
	
	70.99 

	          Expenditures and Transfers
	
	(13,278.54) 

	     State Fund Money Market 7/30
	
	84,064.05 

	
	
	

	     Special Revenue Fund Savings 7/1
	
	22,184.51

	          Revenue and Transfers
	
	13.66

	          Expenditures and Transfers
	
	(500.00) 

	     Special Revenue Fund Savings 7/30
	
	21,698.17

	
	
	

	     Recreation Fund Savings 7/1
	
	2,405.53

	          Revenue and Transfers
	
	1.48

	          Expenditures and Transfers
	
	(0.00)

	     Recreation Fund Savings 7/30
	
	2,407.01

	
	
	

	
	
	

	     Hunters Hill Road Bridge Fund 7/1
	
	80,533.57

	          Revenue
	
	88.99

	          Expenditures and Transfers
	
	(0.00)

	      Hunters Hill Road Bridge Fund 7/30
	
	80,622.56


Steve Bachman, Director of Office Operations, had no new business to report.
Forrest Wessner III, Director of Parks and Recreation, said the NWRC meeting did not have a quorum. The Night in the Country event is planned and will be held August 21st. The baseball fields work is completed and cost about $8,000 per field since the NWRC used their own work forces instead of $30,000 per field. 
David Fink, Director of Public Works, said Roy Stewart, Kevin Huber and he met on site to investigate the Hunters Hill Road water runoff problem. Mr. Stewart will check if the driveway ordinance addresses the problem. 
Kevin Huber, Road Superintendent, gave his road report stating that the storm water pipe and catch basins have been installed on Hunters Hill Road. Jones Road was tiled for drainage. Double yellow lines were painted on the oil and chipped roads. The Board agreed that Mr. Stonehouse should write to PennDOT concerning cutting back shoulders on a couple of state roads. Mr. Huber will give Mr. Stonehouse the specific information.
Daniel Stonehouse, Administrator/Zoning Officer, handed his report to the Board. He said a copy of the final Hunters Hill bridge specifications are in his office if anyone wants to review them. 
Roy Stewart, Township Engineer, was not present.
Proposed recreation fee ordinance: Dan Stonehouse made the changes recommended by Atty. Waters. The actual fee amounts will be included in the fee schedule resolution and not within the ordinance. Motion by Forrest Wessner III, seconded by Steve Bachman to have Atty. Waters put the wording into ordinance form and advertise once the township has a few additional ordinances to advertise. Motion carried.

Proposed KNOX box ordinance: Dan Stonehouse will send a follow-up letter to Jay Scheffler, Dan Fetherolf and Randy Metzger requesting the fire company’s comments on the proposed ordinance.

Sign Ordinance: The Board asked Dan Stonehouse to check with other townships regarding off-premise signs. The Board will review the off-premise sign section of the zoning ordinance at the next meeting.
Susan Giralico to address Board: Ms. Giralico is a member of the Ontelaunee Park Advisory Board and thanked the people from Heidelberg Township who helped with the car cruise in the park. She put out a plea for volunteers to do such tasks as writing letters, do artwork for posters and any other jobs that need to be done to keep activities and events going in the park. Dan Stonehouse will place park events on the website and on the sign out front.
Employee Handbook: Steve Bachman said that Dan Stonehouse gave him a revised version of the employee handbook. Mr. Stonehouse reviewed Mr. Bachman’s comments and will give each Board member a revised copy for review at the next meeting. 

Ordinance #2010-2 – Changing the EAC voting members from 7 to 5 members: The Board suggested some changes. Mr. Stonehouse will make the changes for the next meeting.

Motion by Steve Bachman, seconded by Forrest Wessner III to adopt Resolution #2010-17 – Opposition to forced local government mergers and consolidations. Motion carried.
Motion by Forrest Wessner III, seconded by Steve Bachman to authorize the use of the fire police for the Up Grade Lifestyle Inc. 5K Race on October 3, 2010. Motion carried.

Motion by Steve Bachman, seconded by Forrest Wessner III to allow the administrator to disburse the pension funds requested by former employee Roy Schock. Motion carried.

Contamination of recyclables – Kevin Huber said a township resident offered to install 4 night-vision cameras for surveillance of the recycling area and township property free of charge for one year. Motion by Steve Bachman, seconded by Forrest Wessner III to accept the offer of free installation of surveillance cameras and use for one year, under no obligation to purchase. Motion carried. Dan Stonehouse and Atty. Waters were asked to look into the law regarding contamination of recyclables.
Hunters Hill Bridge: The Board agreed to send Verizon the Utility Relocation Agreement received from PennDOT. Atty. Waters said the easement agreements file has been audited by PennDOT and is approved. The Board needs to adopt a resolution to be attached to each deed, in lieu of condemnation of the properties. Motion by Steve Bachman, seconded by Forrest Wessner III to adopt Resolution #2010-18 – Easement Agreements between the township and property owners for the condemnation of property for the Hunters Hill Bridge project. Motion carried.
BCIU – Real Estate Tax Proposal: Janice Bortz explained that since the county will no longer be printing the real estate tax bills for the township as of 2011, the Board needs to review the proposal from Berks County Intermediate Unit. The agreement will need approval by October’s meeting. The Northwestern Lehigh School District and other local municipalities have already contracted with BCIU.
Kevin Huber asked what the policy is regarding the use of the township sign. The township has a request to advertise an event for the Slatedale-Emerald Lions Club to be held at the Frieden’s Fire Company. The Board agreed that the township and Germansville Fire Company has priority, then local events then neighboring events.

Resident Charlie Perich asked to address the Board: He asked what the ramifications to the township are since the Board decided not to have mandatory DEP onlot sewage system maintenance. Steve Bachman said that for new construction the owner would need to have an agreement with the township if DEP requires one. 

Resident Carl Breininger asked to address the Board: He thanked Atty. Waters for looking into Dan Stonehouse’s job regarding Dan’s hours worked and comptime. Mr. Breininger said he had reviewed Dan’s timesheets and had a question about his starting time one day. Steve Bachman said he would begin signing off on Dan’s timesheets. There was discussion regarding all employees taking a ½ hour lunch. Mr. Breininger requested that the auditors review Dan’s timesheets. 

Public Comment: Resident Todd Baer said that at the last meeting he attended the Board said there would be no problem with him placing his “puppies for sale” signs within the township. He said that currently he had placed signs and the landowners have received letters from the township stating that the signs were not allowed. David Fink explained that the sign ordinance had been changed since Mr. Baer last attended a meeting. Forrest Wessner III said that no off-premise signs are allowed. The Board will be reviewing that portion of the sign ordinance at the next meeting. 
Motion by Forrest Wessner III, seconded by Steve Bachman to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice M. Bortz

Secretary to the Board of Supervisors

PAGE  

